
MANIFESTO FOR THE RUSHCLIFFE 
BOROUGH ELECTIONS ON 2 MAY 2019

• Openness, fairness and equality of opportunity are our guiding principles.

• Austerity cuts to public services have gone too far. They have gone beyond prudent use of 
resources. They have caused savage reductions in Education, Health, Police and Public Health and 
other services which affect the most vulnerable residents: children, those with disabilities and the 
very elderly. 

• Where there are choices, we value public services and looking after the environment.

If elected, Liberal Democrat Rushcliffe Councillors’ 
commitments are to stand for: 
A Greener, Cleaner Borough
• Open spaces. Protect our open spaces and not sell off any parks under Rushcliffe’s control.

• Trees. Invest more in planting. Local planning policy should expect better tree planting.

• Renewable energy and reducing climate change. Support more solar and wind power and  
energy saving measures in new and old buildings and carbon neutral standards for new builds. 
Support ground and air source heating for new houses and electric car charging points

• Waste Collection. Support new ventures available to Rushcliffe as we did with proposing the 
collection of household batteries. Demand that the next County Council waste disposal contract 
includes most plastics, food waste and special arrangements for LCD screens.

• Walking and cycling. Promote safe routes especially in planning applications.

A Caring Borough
• Bungalows. Look to improve the provision and protection of these in local Planning policy

• Bedroom tax. We oppose this national penalty on the poor. We support more discretion in 
supporting the vulnerable. 

• Parks and Playing Fields. Improve and protect Rushcliffe’s open spaces for everyone to enjoy. 

• Oppose cuts. Press for Government to undo its cuts to Public Health and Surestart.

A Borough which invests in the future
• EU losses. Campaign for Central Government to make up for the potential loss of EU funding for 

training schemes and economic development.

• Farms. Campaign for Central Government to support small farms if EU support is lost.

• Openness and accountability. Insist that public services are not outsourced other than to mutual 
social enterprises. Any new contracts should be made public. We need more openness. No hiding 
costs behind ‘commercial sensitivity’. 

• Use income wisely and insist on no debt. Rushcliffe’s high house values mean a large tax take.

Our Councillors will vote for and work to get these policies fulfilled 
as much as possible. You can rely on Liberal Democrat Borough 
Councillors to work hard for you, your community and Rushcliffe. 
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You have two votes. Please elect us as your Musters Ward Councillors

STRONG VOICES FOR 
MUSTERS WARD
We would like to continue serving you and doing our best to represent you

Rod Jones has actively represented Musters Ward on 
Rushcliffe Council for the past 12 years. 
Married with four adult children, Rod has lived on Repton Road, 
West Bridgford for over 40 years and is retired from child care 
and legal work. He is a longstanding teacher at Rushcliffe Family 
Swimming Club and was a former youth team manager at West 
Bridgford Rugby Club. He has chaired the Sure Start liaison group 
over many years. He supports Repton Road Neighbourhood Watch 
and does conservation work with the Friends of Sharphill Wood. 

Annie Major lives on Musters Road and is well placed 
and skilled to represent the interests of the ward. 
Annie has lived in Rushcliffe for over 10 years. She has three 
children, the oldest two attend Jesse Gray School. Annie is a 
trained secondary school teacher and currently works for an 
educational charity training new teachers in schools that serve low 
income communities. 
“I mostly work from home so my life is based in West Bridgford and 
Rushcliffe. I love the character of West Bridgford and wouldn’t want 
to live anywhere else. I believe we need to help everyone find a decent 
place to live but without losing that character.” 

WE PROMISE TO WORK FOR YOU ALL YEAR ROUND 
We and our colleagues have been very active on Council matters.  
We have kept you regularly informed with Focus newsletters about 
issues which concern us locally and in Rushcliffe.  
In the past you trusted us to stand up for Musters and West 
Bridgford, and help provide an effective opposition to the massive 
Conservative majority on Rushcliffe Borough Council. We were 
immensely grateful for the overwhelming support you gave us,  
and have worked hard to repay that trust.

LABOUR CAN’T WIN 
IN MUSTERS 

Total votes in the last RBC election

LIB DEM  
2,367

CON  
1,537

LAB  
1181

FOCUS www.rushcliffelibdems.org.uk

ON THE 2 MAY 2019 ELECTIONS TO RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL FROM YOUR LIBERAL DEMOCRAT CANDIDATES

MUSTERS WARD  ELECTION SPECIAL

Rod Jones and Annie Major for Musters Ward



WORKING FOR A FAIRER AND GREENER FUTURE

Green Lib Dems and climate change
Liberal Democrats welcomed and supported the Green Councillors’ 
motion in the March 2019 Council meeting in the light of the recent 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report, declaring a  
Climate Emergency. 
The decision committed Rushcliffe Borough Council to review its 2010 
Carbon Management Plan by no later than March 2020 and should lead 
parish councils, business and strategic partners, to deliver widespread 
carbon reductions across the borough. 

Liberal Democrats supported the Council’s Budget 
but opposed the DEBT proposal
The Council has been prudent and the Conservatives like to claim that they are. However tucked 
away in the Budget for 2019/20 Conservative controlled Rushcliffe would land us with a DEBT of 
£10 million for the first time. Over 40 years the total payback cost is over £21.4 million. The Council 
is entrepreneurial but debt is a step too far. Lib Dems say that there are other ways of funding a 
Leisure Centre in Bingham.

Councillor’s Community Grant
Each Rushcliffe Councillor can recommend an amount up to 
£1,000 each year for good causes serving their ward. Over the 
last 4 years we supported the Friary with equipment for cookery 
training and for training someone to test electrical items. 
We supported: the Ear Foundation twice with projects for 
young people; we helped Mencap with pottery equipment 
for their centre and also equipment to enable their clients to 
cook some meals for an elderly persons’ complex; Friends of 
Sharphill for insurance; St Paul’s for play equipment; a curling 
set at Musters Methodist Church; and equipment for West 
Bridgford Cricket Club.

Affordable Homes – NOT ENOUGH 
In 2013 the Council leaders removed from the Housing list large numbers of residents who 
wanted social housing, but were so low priority that they were unlikely to be offered any. 
The Council can massage the figures all it likes but it cannot hide housing need. Young people 
struggle to gain their own homes. More and more jobs are low paid. The young people of Rushcliffe 
will continue to be let down by this Conservative Council.
Between 2012 and 2017, just 285 affordable homes were built in Rushcliffe. Of these just 64 were 
built by Housing Associations enabled by the Council and 221 were built by developers as required on 
large plots. This is rising simply because Rushcliffe’s grand plan is for developers to build a lot more 
dwellings than other local authorities in the conurbation. 
We think Rushcliffe’s Conservative dominated Council should ensure that developers provide more 
affordable homes when permission is given to develop sites; and that more ‘affordable homes’ should 
be put up for rent and less for sale. 

We think it is time to establish an arms-length local housing company so the Council can 
invest in affordable homes for rent and sale. The Council could gain from land values and 
reasonable rents like Gedling Council’s plan.

Karrar Khan steps down after long 
service representing Musters Ward
Jason Billin, Parliamentary Candidate and Rod Jones 
thanked Karrar for his long service and work representing 
the Ward and the Liberal Democrats in other elections 
and for his continuing support for our efforts. 
Cllr Karrar Khan said: 
“I fully support Annie Major as your candidate and  
hope that you will elect her. It is great news that we 
have such an enthusiastic new candidate with a huge 
interest in the area.” 

Next stage of building at Sharphill
What will Sharphill Building do to nearby residents 
and Musters Road traffic?
Residents, whose properties abut the land have not 
been consulted on outline plans to build houses near 
their boundary. The previous consultation many years 
ago no longer applies. Residents on Boundary, top of 
Musters and Willow Roads, Bracey Drive and others should 
be alert for the imminent detailed application. 

Pressures on School Places 
The 315 place primary school on the Sharphill Estate. 
The Secretary of State now decides who runs schools! We 
think this should be decided locally The new school will be 
run by the Spencer Group; it runs Rushcliffe School amongst 
others. The aim is to be open for September 2020.
The detailed Planning application for that and the remaining 
part of the Sharphill Estate has not been submitted yet!! It is 
expected soon.

Don’t believe the Tory scare paper about the City taking over West Bridgford. The Tory ruled 
County planned to swallow Rushcliffe in their big scheme. Both bids have been withdrawn for now.  

Annie Major at the discussion with  
Lib Dem MP Tom Brake (spokesperson  
on International Trade and Brexit)

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS – WORKING ALL YEAR ROUND

If elected Annie Major, who lives on Musters Road, and Rod Jones will 
actively scrutinise and make submissions on the detailed application.
Major drainage works has occurred at the back of Edwalton Close. Wimpey is 
now constructing the path and cycleway connecting Boundary Road with the 
new estates.

Boundary Road Playground
We’d like to say a big thank you to residents who stayed calm when the Park 
was occupied by travellers’ caravans. Rod Jones visited the residents nearby 
to inform them of the actions being taken. Rushcliffe Officers got the removal 
order quickly and a metal barrier installed. 
The wood cycle humps seem to be barely used. Annie and Rod welcome your 
ideas on whether they should be removed or replaced?

Annie appreciates our green spaces

Annie Major at Jesse Gray School

Rod planting trees in 
Sharphill Wood

Focus team: Annie Major & Rod Jones (Musters Ward) • John Edwards (Lutterell Ward) • Jayne Lingard 
(Gamston North Ward) • Philip Leichauer (Gamston South) • Keith Jamieson (Abbey) • Juliette Khan 
(Compton Acres) • David Turner & Giles Major (Edwalton) • Vicky Price (Trent Bridge) 


