Only Your Focus Team keep in touch all year

Focus is issued three times each year in Wards in which we have Councillors: keeping residents
informed about what we do and what we stand for. We sometimes distribute Focus in other areas.
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Local email news to you. We send out Community News emails roughly
monthly information about local matters, police alerts etc.
Interested to see these? Contact: rod.jones@rushcliffelibdems.org.uk

Views? Help in Musters? Contact your Councillors
Rod Jones 0115 914 6616
cllr.rjones@rushcliffe.gov.uk

Karrar Khan 0115 914 6758
cllr.kkhan@rushcliffe.gov.uk

Visit us at – www.rushcliffelibdems.org.uk
Contact us about any local issues aﬀecting you

SCAN ME
For Rushcliﬀe
Lib Dem news

Come and
join us
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Address
Phone
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@

I would like to help to deliver leaﬂets/ I would like further information on the Lib Dems.
I would like to join the Lib Dems and/or make a donation to help the local party.
Please return to: Rushcliffe Liberal Democrats, c/o 110 Repton Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7EL
or contact one of our Councillors.
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Plastics
Affordable
Homes
Parking in WB

Want help to
organise a
litter pick?
Contact us

Karrar Khan and others visited the huge
Recycling Centre.

This Veolia Centre in Mansfield is where
the content of your blue bin goes.
Aluminium and steel cans, cardboard
and newspaper are separated for reuse. However Plastics are a huge
problem. The number of types of
plastic used in food containers has
increased. Some people mistakenly
put hard plastics, bags and black punnets in their blue bin.
There are other complexities about what plastics can be
recycled at this Centre. Also a proportion of the plastic is
not accepted by recycling companies. We think Rushcliffe’s
advice (see website under bin collections) should be improved
and the County Council should plan ahead for more recycling.

Jason Billin our Parliamentary
Candidate in Rushcliffe
Earlier this year Jason joined
Supporters who wanted a clean-up
of the Spinney / Old Loughborough
Road. By the end of the morning, the
group had filled 10 bags, gathered
up builders’ rubbish, an oil can and
various glass and metal items.

Glass Recycling: Glass containers

separated by colour at the bottle
banks are the best recycling. They are
indefinitely reusable. Recycling them
saves sand, limestone, energy and
reduces carbon emissions. Please take
your bottles and your tetra packs to the
bottle banks.

No-one voted to be poorer and isolated.
No-one voted to reduce research and opportunities for young people.
We Demand a People’s Vote on the Brexit Deal.
The Office for Budget Responsibility estimates that
uncertainty caused by Brexit has already weakened
the public finances to the tune of £15bn annually.
The ‘no-deal’ Brexit with which Ministers are ﬂirting

would be far worse still. So far the UK has managed
to “roll over” only 14 of the 236 international treaties
that the EU has signed other countries and we lose
the EU trade pacts with over 60 countries.

The only party that combines economic competence with a plan for strong public services,
education and NHS and an optimistic vision for a Britain that is open tolerant and united.
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Roads, Sharphill and Plastics

Road Improvements Willow, Bracey, Boundary and
Top of Harrow Road next year

We asked for the pedestrian crossings to
be repainted. The County say they will do
this. We work with County Councillors in
proposing repairs. The County agreed to
replace the pavements along Devonshire
Road.
We said that road resurfacing was most
needed on Grainger Avenue, Exeter Road
and Harrow Road between Boundary
and Malvern. Grainger was done. Sadly
Exeter is not on the list yet. The top half
of Harrow is scheduled for 2019/2020.

Potholes

In the first half of the year we reported
over 20 potholes and broken street
lights to the County Council. They were
all fixed.

Report Dog Poo & Street
Lights Out

Your Musters Councillors report these
when seen. You can do the same at
http://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/
under ‘Tell us Once’

Parking Restrictions

Musters Road residents who back
onto the fields beware!

Our view on Affordable Housing and
Parking in West Bridgford
Remember this man’s On 27th September 2018 the Government announced again,
promises about more that the number of houses under construction nationally
affordable housing?
has declined. We say we cannot rely on the large land and
Followed by Theresa building companies whose interest is in rising prices.

Watch out for the detailed Bovis application expected
in early 2019. Make sure you comment.
Many were consulted years ago about screening planting.
The outline plan [17/00941/OUT] which was approved
does not show this.
It shows housing of unknown height far too close to
adjoining residents. The outline shows housing which
would tower over some. We are told this is indicative, so it
is vital that the detailed application gets it right. You could
join the Sharphill Action Group –see their website.

Cut out Single Use Plastics. Stop using
‘Chinese’ Lanterns and Helium Balloons
All Rushcliffe Councillors supported a motion calling on the
Council and all other organisations in Rushcliffe to introduce
these measures to do more to protect the environment.
Our message to residents is:
Please do not buy helium balloons. Helium is a rare gas and the
earth has a limited supply. Once used it cannot be replaced. It
is vital for use in Health Services especially for MRI scanners.
Please do not buy ‘Chinese’ Lanterns. They cause damage
to wildlife and farm animals. We have found them in
Sharphill Wood!
Why not carry re-useable coffee cups and save some money
at most coffee shops. What appear to be card coffee cups are
not easily recyclable because they still contain plastic.

We supported the proposals to introduce
parking restrictions on several junctions
in West Bridgford. They improve visibility
and safety for all road users.

Don’t compost teabags. Most of which are sealed with a plastic
substance - polypropylene. Gradually some tea companies
are changing over to plant based alternatives - fully recyclable
bags e.g. PG tips and Yorkshire Tea say by the end of 2019.

These are now in place.

Check it out.

Liberal Democrats working in the community
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Liberal Democrats - For more AFFORDABLE housing

Even where houses are being built as at Sharphill and 30% is
‘affordable’ you should look closely. The Government’s Planning
Framework says ‘affordable’ means 20% less than the local
market value. Whether for Housing Association rent or part
Will they ever deliver on their promises buy, part rent, 20% less than local market house prices is not
what most people on modest incomes can afford.
of more affordable housing?
May’s announcement
of £2bn of funds
(to be given to house builders) which
only starts in 2022?

Parking in West Bridgford

At the last Council Meeting Rod and
Karrar’s Motion called for a strategy
to address the pressure on onstreet parking. Many roads of older
housing lack off-street parking.
Those off Melton Road often resort
overnight to double parking.
Many day-time community groups
which meet close to West Bridgford
town centre in places such as church
halls rely heavily on on-street parking,
as do two GP Surgeries, the Clinic and
the Mental Health services. Resident
parking permit schemes just move
the problems onto other roads.
We are very disappointed that County
Council Highways do not object when
planning applications in the same
areas provide no parking spaces.
They say that parking spaces are not
needed because it is a ‘sustainable
location’. We disagree.
Parking is becoming more problematic
in West Bridgford. We called for the
two Councils to come together to
discuss this problem and propose
changes to improve the parking
situation.

The problem of rising land prices

Rising land prices are a big contributor to our housing crisis –
they mean fewer homes are built, they are less affordable, they
are built more slowly, there can be compromises on quality
and there is not enough funding for vital infrastructure and
services that residents need to back development.
So vast soulless estates are built. As residents say, “You spend
hours in traffic ferrying yourself and your children around
because your estate has no shops, no doctor, no school, no
jobs, no pub.”
The value of farmland rises by around 275 times when planning
permission is given. In the last 2 years alone it is estimated that
landowners have made £13bn a year pre-tax just from getting
planning permission for their land. Would the Conservatives
take this away? You bet they won’t.
We think that the Government should enable councils to
borrow, directly or through Housing Associations, to hire
local builders to build decent homes to meet local needs.
Councils should be able to compulsorily purchase
at undeveloped land prices before granting planning
permission - especially if landowners and national builders
continue to drag their feet to keep house prices high.

Liberal Democrats Demand Better
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